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LATINO STUDIES. "Rows of Memory is the inspiring journey of a Mexican American who grew up in a migrant
family, moving with the crops through the vegetable farms of the Midwest. Gracefully written, it is the
quintessential American success story, with toil, struggle, and determination marking the author's transition
from farm worker to college professor."ÑZaragosa Vargas, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill "This
inspirational and hopeful account of migratory farm laborers' experiences exposes schools as alienating
places. We learn how these experiences of being brutally exploited field workers can nevertheless equip them
with the tenacity, endurance, and strength that they need to achieve success in school. Kudos to Sal Snchez for
such a courageous and compelling memoir!"ÑAngela Valenzuela, author, Subtractive Schooling: U.S-Mexican
Youth and the Politics of Caring Every year from April to October, the Snchez family traveledÑcrowded in the
back of trucks, camping in converted barns, tending and harvesting crops across the breadth of the United
States. Although hoeing sugar beets with a short hoe was their specialty, they also picked oranges in California,
apples in Washington, cucumbers in Michigan, onions and potatoes in Wisconsin, and tomatoes in Iowa. Winters
they returned home to the Winter Garden region of South Texas. In 1951, Sal Snchez began to contribute to his
family's survival by helping to weed onions in Wind Lake, Wisconsin. He was eight years old. Rows of Memory
tells his story and the story of his family and other migrant farm laborers like them, people who endured
dangerous, dirty conditions and low pay, surviving because they took care of each other. Facing racism both
on the road and at home, they lived a largely segregated life only occasionally breached by friendly
employers....
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