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indexed. Not illustrated. 1779 Excerpt: .which must daily occur to every man in his observations upon the
manners of the present times, can only be solved. into something like an eld adage--that we are grown too
indecent in our actions to bear with the least semblance of them in the works of authors. Hence we have
sentimental plays, without sense or character novels inapplicable to the manners of the age, and, in all other
productions of amusement, except where individuals are attacked, so prolific are we in our ideas of chastity,
that nothing which is marked with the exact likeness of our pursuits will be suJered. This pest of refinement,
under the article of delicacy, will not admit of plain truths, exhibited in the indignant style of a satirist who feels
what he writes, and who utters the genuine sentiments of his heart. We must be tickled with our crimes; and
every error of our lives must be touched with the pleasantry of a joke, and in such a manner as to prompt us to
laugh at our faults, and to make us in love with the most inexcusable of eur transactions. The rod of satire must
be tipt with velvet, so that the strokes shall be soK and captivating, and and that the culprit, as well as the
observer, shall be charmed with the flagellation. Our poetry must be conveyed-in a gingle of terms, smooth,
harmonious, and sweet, while the satire must be overwhelmed in a cloud of metaphors, and...
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