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G. P. O. , 2008. LC Number: Kf26 . A653 2007f OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)232655981 Subject: United States -- Appropriations and
expenditures, 2008. Excerpt: . . . 9 Let me now present a sobering
reality. Despite medical progress, healthcare costs in the United
States have risen to more than 2 trillion, or about 16 percent of
the Gross Domestic Product ( GDP ), and they grow at a rate
greater than the GDP. The average amount spent on healthcare
per person is about 7, 100 today. The causes of healthcare
inflation are varied and complex, but it is clear that this growth
rate is unsustainable in the long term and will impose an
enormous burden on our peo-ple and the competitiveness of our
Nation. Biomedical research alone will not solve all of these
problems, but it is an essential component toward a sustainable
future. NIH and its scientists understand the need to reduce the
impact of this great chal-lenge through transformative
discoveries and their rapid translation from...
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