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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 150 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In New York City in the 1830s and 40s, young Alick Cartwright grew up
playing all kinds of games that used bats, balls and bases - but none of them were called baseball, for that
game had not yet been created. In his teens, Alick and his friends ventured into other neighborhoods to play
various ball games, including at the grassy squares at Madison Square and Murray Hill, and he earns a
reputation as one of the best players in the city, whatever the game, be it cricket, rounders, barn ball, burn ball,
stick ball, soak ball, goal ball, town ball or several old cat games - one old cat (one base), two old cat (two
bases), etc. But one thing drove Alick crazy - every area played by different rules, sometimes using two bases,
sometimes five, and the number of players on the field varied from just a few to more than 20. Sometimes a
base was a tall wooden stick in the ground, sometimes a rock, sometimes a barrel top or just an old hat. Plus,
the distances between bases were always different. Worse, because the rules were always different, they spent
as much time arguing about the rules as playing the game. Alick played for one reason, to have fun, and
arguing was not fun. After a particularly contentious argument that nearly comes to blows until Alick
intervenes, he sits down with pencil, paper and ruler to create a more perfect game. After his best pal nearly
dies after getting hit in the head by a thrown ball during a game of town ball, Alick writes down the rules of
modern baseball. A year later,...
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